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INTERSTATE CCOIMERCE COLIMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SaFETY IN RE IN-
VESTIGATIONW OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OU THE NEW
YORK, NZW HAVEN & HARTFORD RAILROAD WEAR EAST HART-
FORD, COXN O FEBRUARY 2, 18Z1,

vz

February 26, 1931.
To tne Commission:

Cn February 2, 1231, there was a rear-end colli-
si1on between a transfer train and a light engine on the
Hew York, IMew Haven and Hartford Railroad near East
Hartiord, Cconn,, which resulted in the death of one
ernployee ana the injury of two employees,

Location and method of coperation

This aceident occurred on tnat part of the Hart-
ford Division extending vetween Hartford and East Hart-
ford, a distance of 4,6l miles, in the i1mmediate vicinity
oI the point of accident this 1s a double-track line,
witain yard and interlocking linits, Signal station 217
1s located at the west end of the west yard at Fast
HartZford; bridge 59,38, 793,685 feet in length, 1s located
3,873,2 feet west of signal station 217 and the accicent
cccurred on this otridge, on the westbound track, at a
point 283.55 feet from the western end, or 3,737.3 feet
west of signal station 217; the bridge 18 31 feet high at
the point cof accident, Approachins the point of ac-
cident from the east, there 1s a 1% curve to tne right
827 feet in length, and 3,700 feet of tangent track,
followed by a 4° curve to the right 1,840,1 feet in length,
the accident occurring on this tangent track at a veint
029.8 feet from 1ts western end, The grade 1s 0,55 per
cent descending for westbouna trains,

Bridge 29,93 over the Connecticut River i1s lo-
cated 1,897 feet west of bridge 292,38 and the trackage
over this bridge comsists of a gauntlet track, westbound
movenents over the cauntlet track veing governed by signal
34—a, controlled from an interlocking tower located west
of tl.e bridge, signal 34-a 1s located 8971 feet east of the
bridge,

The weather was clear and there was snow on the
ground and a rull moon shining at the time of the accident,
which occurred at 5.30 p.m,
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Desgription

The transfer train consisted of 87 cars, hauled
by engine 3403, and was 1n charge of Conducter Donlon and
Enginernan Agans. This train departed from Fast Hartford
Yard at 5.22 p.m., continued westward on the westbound
track, stopped at signal 34-a, which was in the stop
position, to permit an eastbound train to pass over the
gauntlet track, and had been standing about five minutes
vhen 1ts rear end was struck bty light engine 3234,

Testbound light engine 3224, in charge of Engine-
man Dooley and Fireman lioore, departed from East Hartford
Yard at ©,37 p,m,, and ccllided with the rear end of the
transfer train while ftraveling at a speed estimated to
have been between 10 and 15 miles per hour,

The transfer train was woved forward a distance
of about one and one-half car-lengths, and the last two
cars 1n this train were damaged. Engine %234 was de-
railed. The employee killed was the rear brakeman, and
those i1njured were the engineman and fireman, all of the
transfer train,

Summary of evidence

Conductor T. J, Donlon, of the transfer train,
stated that while standing at signal 34-a waiting for
train No. 138 to pass, he and the head brakeman werTe
sitting on the fireman's side cof the cab and the fireman
ano engineman were 1n the gangway, The train was shoved
ahead a distance oI about one and one-half car-lengths and
ne ehcuted to one of tne others to apply the brakes, as
he saw train llo, 128 approaching over the Connecticut
River bridge. The fireman applied the brakes and the
head brakeman jumped off with a red lantern and flagged
the approaching train. Conductor Donlon said that he
di1d not know whether or net any indication was disnlayed
at the rear end of li1s train 1. this 1nstance, or on
DTEev1ious occasions, as he usually depended uvon Rear
Bralkeman Van Gasbeck to attend to that, since he was an
experienced and competent man, He did not know wnether
or not Brakeman Van Gasbeck had a red lantern, but said
he had a white laantern when he saw him last just before
they departed from East Hartford, the brakeman was then
going toward the rear of the train, It further appeared
from his statements that his crew was working later fthan
usual on the day of the accident, and that they would
often reach Hartford around 5 p.m, and did not always need
a red lantern, althcugh proper equipment was always
available for his crew at signal tower 217, He stated -
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that he was fully aware that a red signal must be dis-
played on the rear end of a train, although 1% was not
necessary 1o provide rear-end protection within vard lianits
except against first-class trains,

Head Brakeman J. J. Donlon, of the transfer train,
stated that when he last saw R=2ar Brakeman Van Gasbeck,
the latter was carrying a white lantern ond was walking
toward the rear end of the train, just before they de-
parted from East Hartford yard, and he did not see hin
with a red lantern at any 1lime, after the accident,
Brakeman Van Gasbeck's body was found under the trestle,
with his white lantern lying oeside him, anga Brakeman
Donlon was of the opinion that 3rakeman Van Gasbeck had
fallen through the trestle between the two tracks; no
red lantern coald be found.

Fireman Cooper, of tae transfer train, stated
that during the past few nonths 1t had been dark before
they completed their work, he also said that he did not
see the rear brakeman with a red lantern on the nizht of
the accardent, altrough he had seen him with a Ted lantern
ON PIrevious OCCAS10Ns. No statenent was taken from
Engineman Agans, whc was sligntly injured in the accident.

Engineman Docley, of engine 3224, stated thati
he was operatiig his engine at a speed of abeout 10 riltes
per hour and had reached the trestle on which the accident
occurred when ne saw train No, 128 approaching over the
Comnecticut Kiver bridge, and as he dimmed his headlizht
he saw a tank car aoout an engine~length distant, and at
once called a warning and applied the air brakes in
EMETTENCY, He had been leooking out of the side cab
window while en route, and the fireman was sitting on
his Beat box when he last saw him as they pacsed over
Prospect Streei Crossing, located about 80C feet east of
the trestile, There wcre no narkers on the last car of
the transfer train; he saw no light of any kind nor did
he see the rear brazewman, and he was nct aware of the
fact that this transfer train was ahead of him. Affer
the accident he saw the rear crakeman's body lying under
the trestlec aand from 1ts posit.ion he was of the opinlen
that he must have fallen from the south or left side of
the train, Engineman Dooley Turther stated that when
they reached Prospect Street, he saw signal 34-a in the
stop position, they usually found this signal in tne stop
rosition at this time and cften waited at this point for
train No, 138 to pass. e alsc stated that while there
was a full moon and snow on the ground, yet 1t was dark
on the trestle ac there was no gnow on 1t, He wag not
expecting to find a flag, but did expect to find lights
on the rear of any train occupying the main track after
dark,



=5

Fireman !oore, of engine 32334, stated that he
was sitting on ir seat oox apnroaching Prospect Street
crossing, locatec anout 200 feet east of the point of
accident; whe headli~n? was burning oroperly and he ras
on the lookout fer auafowooiles at the crossing, but
after passiny tnat point he was ousy attendins to hie Tire
ana the first he knew of anythiar wrong wags when the
engineman called to hin, Ee looked up and saw that the
engineman aad applied the air brakes in emergency and
had the reverse lever in oack motilon, the collision
occurring 1mnediately afterwards, Fireman Moore
estimated tre gpeew of n1g engine to have been 15 miles
per lLour at the time of the accident.

Telegraph Onerator Johnston, on duty at signal
station 217, stated that the me bers of vae train crev
of the transfer train Lave locszers in the lower room of
the tower, where they keep their eguip.ent, and thac
Brakeran Van Zaspeck cane to the tower aosout 4,30 n.io,
on the day of the accident for his signal eguipnent,
Cperator Johnston said that ne bad arreed to close the
swiltch after the transfer train passec tnre tower, and
after 1t passed he saw Srakeman Vaa CGasbeck, who vas on the
north side of the tank car, which was the last car in the
transfer, pive a "higheoall" with a =r.1te lantern; he dad
not see him have a red lantern, nor did he see a rzd
li1zht on the rear of the car, He stated that flamaen
d1d not always place a Tred signal at ths rear, but
usually carried t.eir lanterns with then wherever they
stooda on the rear car. Engine 3234 passed the tover a
shozt time after the transfer train, and he saw a red
lantern on tne teader just above the araw bar.

Conclusiong

Tris accident was caused oy the Tailure of
Engineman Docley, of lizht enzine 3324, to ma:ntain a
proper lockout witain yard liwvaits and to oe prepared to
etoo before overtazxing 4 preceding train, a contrivuting
cause was the failure of the crew of the transfer train

to dieplay a reca signal at the rear of their train,

Engineran Dooley stated that he was lookin out
of the side cab window and saw gignal 34-a 1n tre stop
position end train No, 138 apnicaching over the Con-
necticut River bridge, ana apparently his attention vas
go concentrated on tke approaching train that he entirely
failed to see the transfer {rain on tne trestle just
ahead of him until too late fo avert the accident,
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Rule 19-a wviovides that 1f the rear of a ftrain
1s not eguipped with brooxkets for marker lamps, a rod
rignal must be disnlayed, but Rear Zrakeman Van Gasorck
apparently did nct have a red lantern witn him at any
time, while Zngineman Dooley said he did not see a lirht
of any kind oa the rear of the ftrain, From the evidence
adduced 1t cou’d not be definitely determined the posi-—
tion e was occupying at the tiwve of the accident, about
eight ai1nutesn prior thersto he was seen on the rear of
hig train wich a wiirte lantern, but 1t 18 entirely
possible that he way nave alirhted from his train, +hich
had been standing on the trestle aboul five minutes, and
accidentally fell bhetween the tracks to the ground 21 Teet
belov., where his body was found, In any event, howvever,
1t was incumbent on Rear Brakewan Van Gasbeck to display
a red lantern at the rear of his train, and 1t was also
the duty of Conductor Jonlon to «now that the rear
brakeman had nrovidea himself witn the preoper signal
equipmnent. Tre evidence 1ndicated that the reguirements
regarding the display oi a red light on the rear of these
transfer trains 1s not always observed, and thig 1s
something wihich should be corrected at tie earliest
opnortunity,

All of the employees 1nvolved were experienced
men, and at the time of the accident neone of them had oeen
on duty i1n violation of aay of the provicions of the
hours of service law.

Respectfully submitied,

%. P. BORLAND,

Dairector.



